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SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA • 

REF: BANGKOK 5941 

1. THIS MORNING I CONFIRMED WITH. PRIME MINISTER LIAISON ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR ASSISTING CAMBODIA DISCUSSED WITH DAWEE LAST FRIDAY <PARA 5 
REFTEL). PRIMIN WAS ACCOMPANIED BY DAWEE, WHO INTERPRETED, AND 

GEN. SAWAENG (MINISTER ATTACHED TO PRIMIN’S OFFICE). SUBJECT 
OF POSSIBLE THAI DIRECT MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA DISCUSSED 
IN OTHER CHANNELS DID NOT REPEAT NOT COME UP, AND PRIMIN 
COMFIRMED MY ASIDDE TO HIM THAT DISCUSSION OF THIS SHOULD BE 
CONFINED TO PRESENT RESTRICTED HANDLING. THANOM GAVE ME COPY 
OF CAMBODIAN SHOPPING LIST, HANDED TO THAI BE GEN. SREY, LISTING 
REQUIREMENTS IN TERMS OF 200,000 MAN ARMY, PRIMIN AND DAWEE WERE 
EMPHATIC THAT THIS COMPLETELY UNREALISTIC; ADDITION TO 30,000 
TO EXISTING CAMBODIAN FORCES, BUILDING UP TO A TOTAL ARMY OF 
50-60,000 MEN WOULD BE REASONABLE GOAL; EVEN THEN, TRAINING WOULD 
PRESENT MAJOR PROBLEMS. I UNDERTOOK TO STUDY THE LIST, WHICH 
CONTAINS CHIEFLY QUARTERMASTER ITEMS (E. G. MOSQUITO NETTING, 

SHOES, MESS KITS AND RAINCOATS) BUT NO RPT NO WEAPONS; IT 
DOES LIST 300 TRUCKS AND ROAD BUILDING/BRIDGING EQUIPMENT. 

PRIMIN WONDERED WHETHER MUCH OF THE WEAPONS & AMMO FOR THE 30,000 
MIGHT NOT COME FROM CAPTURED STORES. 

<* 

2. I AGAIN STRESSED NEED TO DO SOMETHING URGENTLY ABOUT CAMBODIAN 
T-28S. PRIMIN AND DAWEE AT FIRST DEMURRED ON GROUNDS THAT RTAF 
T-28S HEAVILY ENGAGED IN Cl OPERATIONS AND EXPERIENCING SPARE PARTS 
SHORTAGE. DAWEE ASKED WHETHER THE VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE COULD 

NOT PROVIDE CLOSE AIR SUPPORT IN CAMBODIA. I EXPLAINED THAT WE 
COULD LIKE TO EXAMINE TOGETHER WITH RTAF ALL P0SSI3LE SOURCES 
FOR AMMO, SPARE PARTS AND SKILLED MANPOWER TO MAKE 
CAMBODIAN AIRCRAFT OPERATIONAL; OBVIOUSLY, WE DID NOT WISH TO 
INTERFERE WITH AIR SUPPORT IN LAOS OR WITH THAI Cl OPERATIONS. 

PRIMIN THEREUPON AGREED THAT WE COULD GET IN TOUCH DIRECTLY WITH • 
RTAF TO DISCUSS AVAILABLE RESOURCES. 1 MENTIONED THAT DETERMINATION 
OF T-28 REQUIREMENTS MIGHT INVOLVE ON-THE-SPOT EXAMINATION OF THE 
AIRCRAFT BY TECHNICAL EXPERTS. . -**-?• TV • 
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3. THAN ON REITERATED, AMD I AGREED, THAT WE NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT 
RVN’S PLANS FOR ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIA AND TO HAVE AN EVALUATION NOT 
ONLY OF; CAMBODIAN' REQUIREMENTS BUT ALSO OF THEIR CAPACITY FOR 
ABOSRBIiNG MILITARY ASSISTANCE OF PARTICULAR TYPES AND SPECIFICATIONS. 
HE SAID! FIRST PRIORITY IN CAMBODIAN MILITARY BUILDUP SHOULD BE 
TRAINING OF INSTRUCTORS AND THERE WOULD PROBABLY BE ADVANTAGE 

IN TRAINING AND EQUIPPING EXISTING UNITS BEFORE NEW RECRUITS. 

I REAFFIRMED TO PRIMIN THAT WE WOULD CONSIDER WHAT ASSISTANCE 
WE COULD PROVIDE AFTER THAI HAD REVIEWED CAMBODIAN REQUESTS AND 
DETERMINED WHICH WERE MOST PRESSING AND WHICH ITEMS THEY COULD 
AND COULD NOT FURISH. IN CASES OF URGENTLY NEEDED CRITICAL ITEMS 
CE.G. T-28 PARTS), WE MIGHT ASK THE THAT TO FURNISH THEM AND WE 
WOULD GETLREPLACEMENTS TO THEM ASAP. 

4. COMMENTS PRIMIN RECEIVED ME JUST BEFORE CABINET MEETING. 

PRESUME HE AVOIDED DISCUSSION OF ANY SPECIFICS OF THAI DIRECT 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CAMBODIAN BECAUSE THIS SUBJECT WAS ON 
CABINET AGENDA AND HE DID NOT WISH TO ANTICIPATE CABINET 
DECISION: ALSO HE MAY WISH FOR NOW TO KEEP SUBJECT IN PRESENT 
RESTRICTED CHANNEL. IN VIEW OF MY OWN LIMITED INSTRUCTIONS I 
WAS JUST AS HAPPY NOT TO BE FACED WITH QUESTIONS AS TO HOW FAR 
US PREPARED TO UNDERWRITE THAI ASSISTANCE EFFORTS OR HOW WE 
VIEWED DIRECT THAI MILITARY CONTRIBUTION. HOWEVER, I MUST 
ASSUME THAT THESE QUESTIONS WILL SURFACE SHORTLY AND HOPE 
THAT I CAN HAVE WASHINGTON'S VIEWS SOONEST. TODAY'S 
DISCUSSION UNDERSCORED ONCE MORE INPROTANCE OF BEING FULLY 
READ IN ON US PLANNING FOR ASSITANCE TO CAMBODIA GOING 
FORWARD IN SAIGON AND NEED FOR FULL EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
AMONG ALL PARTICIPANTS. 
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